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April Calendar 
 11 Spirit Day Ð Crazy Hat Day 
 15 Board Meeting, Office, 6 p.m. 
 18 Jog-a-Thon 
 21-25 Book Fair 
 25 Open House and No Cook Friday 
   
May Calendar 
 5 STAR Testing Begins 
 5-9 Teacher Appreciation Week 
 20 Board Meeting, Office, 6 p.m. 
 23 Spirit Day Ð Twin Day 
 26 Memorial Day Holiday Ð NO SCHOOL 
 30  Golf Tournament 
   
Thank you all for attending Student Led Conferences in the elementary grades and 
Student/Parent/Teacher conferences in our middle school grades. It is this kind of collaborative 
spirit between families and teachers that makes our school the unique place that it is.  
 
April marks the beginning of the third and final trimester of the school year and a new beginning 
for students in their classes. It is important that we encourage our children to continue to work 
just as hard now as they did at the beginning of the school year. Teachers are working hard to 
complete grade level curriculum and prepare students for STAR testing in grades 2-8. Keep 
reading to find out what else is happening at SYVCS in the next several weeks and look for 
additional flyers in your Tuesday folders. 
 
Jog a Thon 
Jog a Thon is almost here!  Our Jog Chairs have secured incredible prizes for our joggers this 
year. Be sure to get those pledge sheets filled out and turned in. This one-day fundraising event 
raises thousands of dollars for our school to provide equipment and programs so vital to your 
childÕs education. With CaliforniaÕs latest budget cuts, fundraising efforts are more important 
than ever. Thank you in advance for supporting us in our efforts to continue to provide a quality 
education for all students at SYVCS! 



Book Fair 
Our Scholastic Book Fair will take place April 21-25. It will be open before and after school and 
during Open House. Come visit and fill your childÕs home library with enchanting books for all 
ages. Classes will have a chance to visit the Fair during the school day. 
 
Open House and No Cook Friday 
Open House and No Cook Friday is April 25th. Kindergarteners will sing, third graders will 
perform a play and student art from all grade levels will be displayed. You will have a chance to 
visit your childÕs current classroom as well as the class they will be in next year. Dinner will be 
served out of our new kitchen! Please plan on joining us and bring the grandparents too! As 
always it will be an incredible evening! 
 
STAR Testing 
Students in second through eighth grades will take the state-mandated STAR testing during the 
first three weeks of May. Testing days will vary depending on the number of tests each grade 
level is required to take. If you see a ÒTestingÓ sign posted on a classroom door, please do not 
disturb the class. If you need to leave a message for your child during testing, you may do so by 
leaving it in the office. 
 
Meet Our Teachers 
 
Linda Mayer, Third Grade  
My husband Marlin is a carpenter, my daughter Kelly is a junior in high school, and Susan is in 
college. If I could go anywhere in the world for vacation, I would go to the Amazon Rainforest 
to see many wild birds, jaguars, sloths, tapirs and how the rainforest is being destroyed. I would 
also go surfing in Costa Rica. Before I was a teacher, I was the Executive Chef at the Grand 
Hotel in Los Olivos. IÕve always wanted to play the piano really well and learn to invest wisely 
in stocks. With a free day, I would relax on a beach and go surfing. For my classroom, I would 
really like to have a garden. For a personal gift, I would love gourmet coffees or new running 
shoes and socks. My favorite restaurant is YanagiÕs Grill in Santa Maria. I love fruit smoothies, 
chocolate ice cream, iced coffee blended drinks; my favorite place is Kauai, Hawaii. My favorite 
charity is the blood bank, churches, and breast cancer. My favorite song is It’ s a Beautiful Day 
(and so many more); my favorite book is Walk Two Moons (again I have so many). My hobbies 
are cooking and gardening. My favorite food from childhood is Chinese Ð noodles, chow mein, 
and DadÕs green chile burritos. 
 
Theresa Reilly, Fourth Grade My family is Alex Peimann (8th SYVCS), Dante Peimann (9th 
SYVUHS), and Edelweiss Peimann (freshman @ Soka Univ). For a vacation, I would like to 
take a road trip through Ireland and Scotland because of Irish ancestry, a love of Celtic music 
and tales, and the land/sea scapes. Before becoming a teacher, I taught and ran a preschool, was a 
sales and marketing coordinator for Nexxus Products and McGhan Medical, and I was camp 
counselor and director. I have always wanted to learn landscape painting. Free time? What is 
that? Ok, IÕd wander around SB, take in a movie, enjoy a meal at a restaurant with an ocean 
view, and shop or get a pedicure, and enjoy the beauty and tranquility! For my classroom, I 
would really like a secretary! And some tall file cabinets to organize my files in. The DVD 



player should be comingÉA class set of Mission Books or California native books would also 
be put to use. For a personal gift, I would enjoy candles, bath products, red wine, Roasted Bean 
gift certificates, massage, facial, or pedicure certificates. My favorite restaurant is MatteiÕs, 
Vineyard House, Aru, or Cold Springs Tavern. My favorite dessert is cheesecake cr•me brulee. 
My favorite place is the beach or the mountains. My favorite charity is the American Cancer 
Society. For music, I like everything but country and rap. I love to read historical novels. My 
hobbies are dance and art. 
 
Martin Cook, Fifth Grade  
My family is Zahava my wife, and my children Lily, and Charlie. If I could go anywhere in the 
world for vacation, I would go to London because of family and friends. I would also go to 
Nepal to see if I can still get up that mountain! Before I was a teacher, I was a musician. 
Something I have always wanted to learn is how to surf and play the guitar. With a free day I 
would: Morning: play soccer, Afternoon: watch England win the world cup, Evening: go dancing 
with my wife. For my classroom, I would like a bouncy castle. For a personal gift, I would most 
enjoy food. My favorite restaurant is BrophyÕs. My favorite place is Big Sur. My favorite charity 
is cancer. My favorite song is by The Clash: London Calling. My favorite book is by Eric 
Newby: A Book of Traveler’s Tales. My hobby is playing piano. A favorite food from childhood 
is fish fryers. 
 
Science Fair 
Last Month Middle School students amazed us with their scientific knowledge as they conducted 
experiments ranging from the effects of radiation on radishes to the invention of a real hover 
craft. The Best of Show went to Caio Motta for his creation of a wind tunnel. In the Physical 
Science category, the first place award went to Alex Peimann for his experiment on wheels and 
how they create optimal speed in a car, second place went to Cory Parmenter for his experiment 
testing airplane wing design, third place went to Allie Didion for spins on a volleyball to see 
which spin is hardest for the opposite team to return. 
 
In the Life Science category, first place went to Nirvana Green for her experiment on brain 
function and drawing, second place went to Breanna Kapner for ladybugs and color preference, 
and third place went to Cassidy Beery for her experiment on brain function and memory. 
 
Remember these names because IÕm sure we will be reading about these young scientists in the 
future! 
 
Law Enforcement Appreciation 
During the month of April and May you may see various visits from local Law Enforcement 
Officers. Officers will be visiting the classrooms and reading with our students, provide K-9 
demonstrations, and allow our students to Òcheck outÓ their patrol cars. Students will also be 
writing cards/ letters to Officers thanking them for all they do. These experiences are just a few 
ways of building our studentsÕ Pillars of Character while learning Respect, Responsibility, 
Caring, Trustworthiness, Fairness and Citizenship as they express their thanks for those who 
keep us safe. All of these activities are designed to create an approachable relationship between 
our students and law enforcement officers.  We plan to educate our children about this 
occupation and how it relates to safety on campus and in our community.  



Enrollment 
During the last several weeks, we have been enrolling students for the 2008-2009 school year. I 
have been meeting with new parents and students and giving tours of our school and showing off 
our updated facility. Several prospective students spent time in the classrooms and had a chance 
to meet our wonderful student body. Next year our SYVCS family will grow to about 190 
students, the largest enrollment yet! While we have a waiting list in most grades, there are still a 
few openings. If you have friends or neighbors who are interested in our school, please have 
them call me. I would be more than happy to meet with them and discuss all the fabulous things 
our school has to offer. 
 
As always, if you have any questions, do not hesitate to call, email or drop by the office. My 
door is always open. 
 
 
Mariann Cooley, Director 
mcooley@collegeschooldistrict.org  


