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School Proýle
Santa Ynez Valley Charter School (SYVCS) is a charter school overseen by the College 
School District in Santa Ynez, CA. Early in 2000, more than 70 parents, educators, and 
community members joined together to create the vision, mission and values for what 
would one day be the Santa Ynez Valley Charter School (hereafter SYVCS). 
The State of California approved the charter in July of 2000, and the school ýrst opened its 
doors as an independent school on September 4, 2000. In 2005, the charter was renewed 
for an additional ýve years. SYVCS is organized as a non-proýt corporation in California 
and is governed by a Board of Directors. 
SYVCS California Basic Education Data (CBEDS) of fall 2008 showed enrollment of 186 
students in grades K-8. SYVCS employs nine classroom teachers, a resource specialist, 
P.E. teacher, art teacher, music teacher, drama teacher and four instructional aides. In 
addition there is a custodian, ofýce manager and a director. The school contracts with the 
county of Santa Barbara for services of a school psychologist and a school nurse on an as 
needed basis. 
Students at SYVCS participate in art, music (grades K-4), drama (grades 5-8), P.E., Meet 
the Masters Art enrichment, and afterschool intramural sports. 
Students participate in various activities sponsored by the Santa Barbara County Education 
Ofýce, including a Santa Barbara County Spelling Bee, Authors-Go-Round, Battle of the 
Books, and Math Superbowl. 
Students at all grade levels participate in ýeld trips, including travel to the tide pools, theater 
performances, Gold Country, Los Angeles County Museum of Art, Catalina, Outdoor Camp, 
Yosemite, Anacapa Island, and local farms.
The school culture at SYVCS demonstrates a commitment to educating children in 
a nurturing environment in which they are challenged to achieve their full potential. 
The SYVCS community nurtures the whole child by attending to social, emotional, and 
physical development as well as academics. The partnership among parents, teachers, 
administrators and students is remarkable and can be evidenced on any school day.
The school community actively supports the 
school through the Parent Teacher Student 
Organization (PTSO) and through thousands 
of hours of volunteering. Parent volunteer 
hours are mandatory under our Charter. 
Parents, grandparents, and guardians are 
seen on and around campus every day. In 
addition to volunteering in the classroom, they 
organize fundraisers, campus beautiýcation, 
basic maintenance and repair, a healthy 
lunch program, a healthy snack program, 
and campus safety.

Santa Ynez Valley Charter School
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Student Enrollment by Ethnic Group
2007-08

Percentage

African American 0.6%

American Indian 2.3%

Asian 0.6%

Caucasian 76.9%

Filipino 0.0%

Hispanic or Latino 16.2%

Paciýc Islander 0.0%

Multiple or No Response 3.5%
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Mission Statement
Santa Ynez Valley Charter School is founded to work 
collaboratively to create a supportive, innovative, and 
academically challenging educational environment that nurtures 
its students and prepares them for high school and beyond 
through strong curricular articulation. Santa Ynez Valley Charter 
School also emphasizes preparation of its students for a 
successful and rewarding future by developing both academic 
and nonacademic skills. 
The following objectives will guide our efforts:
1. Helping students achieve strong academic goals through 
     multi-sensory learning experiences, technology & the arts. 

2. Developing innovative and effective curriculum. 

3. Building a child’s sense of self by allowing the student to 
     learn at his or her own pace and experience success while 
     continuing to challenge the child at all times. 

4. Teaching students that they have a responsibility for their 
     choices, actions and learning. 

5. Actively involving families in the educational process in order 
     to facilitate individual growth and self-esteem. 

6. Nurturing the physical, intellectual, social and emotional 
     development of the child. 

7. Establishing collaborative relationships between students, 
     parents, teachers, staff, and community members in order to 
     enhance student learning and assessment. 

8. Incorporating community resources into the curriculum by 
     taking advantage of specialists in technology, music, art, 
     science, and by providing students with the opportunity to 
     participate in internships, ýeld trips and other business 
     partnerships. 

While acknowledging that learning takes place everywhere and 
at all times.

Class Size
Average class sizes vary by grade level and subject area 
taught. The table indicates the average class size by grade 
level or subject area, as well as the number of classes offered in 
reference to their enrollment.

Teacher Assignment
Santa Ynez Valley Charter School recruits and employs the 
most qualiýed credentialed teachers. For the 2007-08 school 
year, Santa Ynez Valley Charter School had 11 fully credentialed 
teachers who met all credential requirements in accordance with 
State of California guidelines. 

Teacher misassignments reþect the number of placements within 
a school for which the certiýcated employee in the teaching 
or services position (including positions that involve teaching 
English Learners) does not hold a legally recognized certiýcate 
or credential. 
Teacher vacancies reþect the number of positions to which a 
single designated certiýcated employee has not been assigned 
at the beginning of the year for an entire year.

Teacher Credential Status
School District

05-06 06-07 07-08 07-08

Fully Credentialed 10 10 10 30

Without Full Credentials 0 0 1 1

Working Outside Subject 0 0 0 0

Misassignments/Vacancies
06-07 07-08 08-09

Misassignments of Teachers of English Learners 0 0 0

Misassignments of Teachers (other) 0 0 0

Total Misassignments of Teachers 0 0 0

Vacant Teacher Positions 0 0 0

Class Size Distribution
Classrooms Containing:

Average 
Class Size

1-20 
Students

21-32 
Students

33+ 
Students

06 07 08 06 07 08 06 07 08 06 07 08

By Grade Level

K 20 18 21 1 1 - - - 1 - - -

1 21 20 19 - 1 1 2 - - - - -

2 - 20 21 - 1 - - - 1 - - -

3 19 21 21 1 - - - 1 1 - - -

4 24 20 21 - 1 - 1 - 1 - - -

5 20 25 19 1 - 1 - 1 - - - -

4-8 20 20 - 1 1 - 2 2 - - - -

By Subject Area

English - - 15 - - 3 - - - - - -

Math 15 15 13 3 3 4 1 1 - - - -

Science 20 28 17 2 - 2 1 2 1 - - -

Social 
Science 20 20 17 2 3 2 1 - 1 - - -
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Highly Qualiýed Teachers
The Federal No Child Left Behind Act requires that all teachers 
in core subject areas meet certain requirements in order to 
be considered as ñHighly Qualiýed.ò Minimum qualiýcations 
include: possession of a Bachelor’s Degree, possession of an 
appropriate California teaching credential, and demonstrated 
competence in core academic subjects.

Staff Development
As part of the growth process, opportunities for training and 
staff development are provided to administrators, teachers, 
and classiýed staff. The school offers four staff development 
days annually where staff members are offered professional 
growth opportunities in curriculum, teaching strategies, and 
methodologies.

Discipline & Climate for Learning
Students at Santa Ynez Valley Charter School are guided 
by speciýc rules and classroom expectations that promote 
respect, cooperation, courtesy and acceptance of others. 
The Suspensions and Expulsions table illustrates total cases 
for the last three years, as well as a percentage of enrollment. 
Suspensions are expressed in terms of total infractions, not 
number of students suspended, as some students may have 
been suspended on multiple occasions. Expulsions occur 
only when required by law or when all other alternatives are 
exhausted.

Instructional Materials
College Elementary School District held a Public 
Hearing on October 14, 2008, and determined 
that the district has sufýcient and good quality 
textbooks or instructional materials pursuant 
to the settlement of Williams vs. the State of 
California. Note: Because the school operates 
as an independent charter school, the textbooks 
displayed in the list are only used at the school 
and not in the College Elementary School 
district.
All students, including English learners, are 
given their own individual standards-aligned 
textbooks or instructional materials, or both, 
in core subjects for use in the classroom and 
to take home. Textbooks and supplementary 
materials are adopted according to a cycle 
developed by the State Department of Education, 
making the textbooks used in the school the 
most current available. Materials approved for 
use by the state are reviewed by all teachers 
and a recommendation is made to the School 
Board by a selection committee composed of 
teachers and administrators. The table displays 
information about the quality, currency, and 
availability of the standards-aligned textbooks 
and other instructional materials used at the 
school. Please note: the curriculum for grades 
6-8 English is literature-based, and thus does 
not have a textbook adoption.  Data was current 
as of November 28, 2008.

Additional Internet Access/Public Libraries
The school has 39 Internet-connected computers available for student use during and after school.
The Solvang Public Library provides free internet access to all community members. There are a small number of local businesses 
that provide a Wi-Fi network to patrons wishing to connect to the Internet using their personal equipment.

Suspensions & Expulsions
School District

05-06 06-07 07-08 05-06 06-07 07-08

Suspensions 7 5 3 56 12 8

Suspension Rate 3.8% 2.7% 1.7% 12.2% 2.8% 2.0%

Expulsions 0 0 0 1 0 0%

Expulsion Rate 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.2% 0.0% 0.0%

NCLB Compliant Teachers
% of Core 
Academic 
Courses 
Taught 

By NCLB 
Compliant 
Teachers

% of Core 
Academic 
Courses 

Taught By 
Non-NCLB 
Compliant 
Teachers

School 100.0% 0.0%

District 88.5% 11.5%

High-Poverty Schools in District N/A N/A

Low-Poverty Schools in District N/A N/A

School-Adopted Textbooks
Grade 
Levels Subject Publisher Adoption 

Year Sufý cient % Lacking

K-5 English/
Language Arts

Houghton  
Mifþ in 2000 Yes 0.0%

K-5 History/Social 
Science

Houghton  
Mifþ in 2006 Yes 0.0%

6th-8th Mathematics McDougal 
Littell 2006 Yes 0.0%

K-5 Mathematics Scott 
Foresman 2000 Yes 0.0%

6th-8th Mathematics McDougal 
Littell 2000 Yes 0.0%

K-5 Science

Foss 
Science Kits 
- Standards 

Aligned

2007 Yes 0.0%

6th-8th Science Prentice Hall 2007 Yes 0.0%
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Adequate Yearly Progress
No Child Left Behind (NCLB) is a federal law enacted in January 2002 that reauthorized the Elementary and Secondary Education 
Act (ESEA). It mandates that all students (including students who are economically disadvantaged, are from racial or ethnic minority 
groups, have disabilities, or have limited English proýciency) in all grades meet the state academic achievement standards for 
Mathematics and English/Language Arts by 2014. Schools must demonstrate ñAdequate Yearly Progressò (AYP) toward achieving 
that goal. The federal NCLB Act requires that all schools and districts meet the following Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) 
requirements: 
Å Participation rate on the stateôs standards-based assessments in English/Language Arts (ELA) and Mathematics. 
Å Percent proýcient on the stateôs standards-based assessments in ELA and Mathematics. 
Å API as an additional indicator. 
Å Graduation rate (for secondary schools). 

There are several consequences for schools that 
do not meet the AYP standards, including additional 
tutoring and replacing of staff. Students would also 
be allowed to transfer to schools (within their district) 
that have met their AYP’s, and the former school 
would be required to provide the transportation to the 
new site. Results of school and district performance 
are displayed in the chart.

Federal Intervention Program
Schools and districts receiving federal Title I funding enter Program 
Improvement (PI) if they do not make AYP for two consecutive years 
in the same content area (English/Language Arts or Mathematics) 
or on the same indicator (API or graduation rate). After entering PI, 
schools and districts advance to the next level of intervention with 
each additional year that they do not make AYP.

Academic Performance Index
The Academic Performance Index (API) is an annual 
measure of the academic performance and progress of 
schools in California. API scores range from 200 to 1,000, 
with a statewide target of 800. Detailed information about the 
API can be found at http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/ac/ap/. 
This table displays the school’s statewide and similar schools 
API ranks. These ranks are published when the Base API is 
released each March. The statewide API rank ranges from 
1 to 10. A statewide rank of 1 means that the school has an 
API score in the lowest 10 percent of all schools in the state, 
while a statewide rank of 10 means that the school has an API 
score in the highest 10 percent of all schools in the state. The 
similar schools API rank reþects how a school compares to 
100 statistically matched ñsimilar schools.ò A similar schools 
rank of 1 means that the school’s academic performance is 
comparable to the lowest performing 10 schools of the 100 
similar schools, while a similar schools rank of 10 means that 
the school’s academic performance is better than at least 90 
of the 100 similar schools.

Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP)
School District

Made AYP Overall Yes Yes

Met AYP Criteria
English - 
Language 

Arts
Mathematics

English - 
Language 

Arts
Mathematics

Participation Rate Yes Yes Yes Yes

Percent Proýcient Yes Yes Yes Yes

API School Results Yes Yes

Graduation Rate N/A N/A

Federal Intervention Programs
School District

Program Improvement (PI) Status Not in PI Not in PI

First Year in PI - -

Year in PI (2008-09) - -

# of Schools Currently in PI - 0

% of Schools Identiýed for PI - 0.00%

API School Results

05-06 06-07 07-08 2008 API Growth 
Score

Statewide Rank 8 8 8

Similar Schools Rank N/A 3 1

All Students

Actual Growth 23 -6 64 890

Caucasian

Actual Growth 21 -9 54 898

N/A - Means a number is not applicable or not available due to missing 
data.
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California Standards Test
The California Standards Tests (CSTs) show how well students are doing in relation to the state content standards. The CSTs 
include English-language arts (ELA) and mathematics in grades 2 through 11; science in grades 5, 8, and 9 through 11; and history-
social science in grades 8, and 10 through 11. Student scores are reported as performance levels. Detailed information regarding 
CST results for each grade and performance level, including the percent of students not tested, can be found at the http://star.cde.
ca.gov/. 
 

California Standards Test (CST)
Combined % of Students Scoring at Proýcient and Advanced Levels

Language Arts Math Science Social 
Science

6 7 8 6 7 8 8

06 07 08 06 07 08 06 07 08 06 07 08 06 07 08 06 07 08 06 07 08

All Students

School 67 50 57 55 77 82 0 44 63 54 41 53 49 0 57 0 67 81 0 27 63

District 49 37 48 49 74 40 53 69 61 71 50 56 54 50 43 44 58 67 39 60 53

State 41 42 47 43 46 49 41 41 45 41 42 44 41 39 41 38 42 52 34 35 36

Males

School * 55 69 47 * * * 35 * * 40 69 47 * * * 65 * * 29 *

District 40 33 53 36 60 32 50 63 50 58 33 61 52 40 38 45 63 70 40 60 50

State 38 40 44 38 42 44 37 37 41 42 42 44 41 39 42 41 45 54 36 36 39

Females

School * * * 67 * 83 * 54 * * * * 50 * * * 69 * * 23 *

District 58 42 44 69 89 50 57 80 75 84 67 50 56 61 50 43 47 63 39 60 57

State 44 45 50 48 51 54 45 46 50 41 41 43 41 38 41 34 41 50 31 33 35

Caucasian

School 69 53 67 64 77 81 * 50 * 62 41 56 56 * 54 * 71 * * 25 *

District 60 0 77 59 77 0 65 79 67 83 0 64 72 50 0 65 69 72 52 70 66

State 61 61 66 63 66 68 62 62 63 58 58 60 58 54 57 55 60 70 51 52 53

*Scores are not disclosed when fewer than 10 students are tested in a grade level and/or subgroup.

California Standards Test (CST)
Combined % of Students Scoring at Proý cient and Advanced Levels

Language Arts Math Science

2 3 4 5 2 3 4 5 5

06 07 08 06 07 08 06 07 08 06 07 08 06 07 08 06 07 08 06 07 08 06 07 08 06 07 08

All Students

School 70 65 85 45 60 77 61 50 86 61 51 61 90 85 100 80 75 91 74 80 76 61 67 77 44 59 77

District 32 50 64 45 37 52 51 70 69 41 60 59 59 76 77 70 73 74 69 78 79 54 63 70 37 70 74

State 47 48 48 36 37 38 49 51 55 43 44 48 59 59 59 58 58 61 54 56 61 48 49 51 32 37 46

Males

School 55 * 82 * * * 69 42 * * 56 64 100 * 100 * * * 81 92 * * 81 91 * 69 91

District 27 50 0 43 35 0 50 71 67 43 76 57 54 73 0 67 66 0 75 71 80 50 76 64 50 77 86

State 43 44 44 33 33 35 46 48 52 40 41 46 59 59 61 58 58 62 54 56 61 48 48 51 34 38 48

Females

School * 83 * * * 83 * * 91 * * * * 92 * * * 100 * * 64 * * * * * *

District 36 0 62 46 0 50 53 69 0 0 44 62 64 0 77 73 0 72 65 85 0 0 50 77 0 63 61

State 50 53 51 39 41 40 54 55 59 47 48 52 57 58 58 56 57 60 55 58 62 48 49 52 30 35 45

Caucasian

School 73 77 85 47 71 79 70 53 93 59 57 69 93 85 100 80 76 86 80 80 79 65 71 85 41 67 85

District 45 50 0 72 0 0 67 92 0 0 84 0 54 69 0 85 0 0 87 92 0 0 70 0 0 85 0

State 65 66 64 55 56 57 69 71 74 63 64 67 74 74 74 73 72 74 68 70 74 64 63 65 52 58 68

*Scores are not disclosed when fewer than 10 students are tested in a grade level and/or subgroup.




