
July 31st, 2013

Dear Second Grader,

Welcome to the Second Grade at Santa Ynez Valley Charter School! I hope you’ve 
had a great summer, and that you’re getting excited for the coming year. I know I 
am! This year will be interesting, and at times challenging as your brains stretch 
and grow, but I know that we will have a lot of fun together!

I wanted to send you this letter to not only let you know how happy I am to see 
you in a few weeks, but also to let you know about a few important things about 
the first days of school. That way, you’ll feel comfortable and confident on your 
first day of Second Grade.

I’m sure you’ve been wondering about what school supplies you’ll need to bring 
with you on the first day. I sent a supply list with this letter for you to use as you 
go shopping. Picking out your supplies for the first time can be lots of fun. I hope 
you enjoy it! Please tell your moms and dads to put your supplies in bag labeled 
with your name. You won’t need to write your names on any of the supplies 
themselves since we’ll be adding name labels as we organize them on the first 
day. Also, be thinking about all the interesting stories you have from your 
summer vacation. Keep those stories in mind for the first week of school, since 
we’ll be talking and writing about them. If you have a good book you’ve been 
reading over summer, please bring that too. If not, I’ll help you choose a good-fit 
book from our classroom library to add to your book box.

By the time you read this letter, I will be busy getting our classroom ready for the 
year. You are welcome to stop by on Tuesday before school starts. If you’re 
looking for something to do, I might just have something you can help with. Just 
make sure to call the office first to be sure I am in my classroom and not meeting 
with other teachers.

On the first day of school, look for Room #4. There will be backpack hooks with 
your name for you to hang your backpack and supplies. After you hang up your 
backpack, line up behind the Second Grade cone near the office, right next to 
where you lined up last year. I’ll meet you there for our announcements and 
Pledge.

Be sure that your parents pack you a healthy snack for the month of August. We 
will be continuing with our Healthy Snack Program in September, after your 
parents sign up for their snack weeks at Back to School Night. Remember, we 
want you to be focused and ready to learn after recess and lunch, so please pack 
fruits, veggies, and protein. You can bring your favorite foods, as long as they are 
not sweets.

The last important thing I wanted to tell you about is a change in the Primary 
schedule for the first week and a half of school. We will have early-dismissal (at 
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1:00) from Wednesday, August 21st until Friday, August 30th. Mrs. Rosenberg, 
Ms. Pappas, and I will be scheduling times for individual students to come to the 
classroom after 1:00 to do some assessments one-on-one. This just means that we 
want to learn more about what you already know. This helps us be a better 
teacher for you throughout the year! I will be emailing your moms and dads 
before the first day of school to let them know when I’d like for you to come in.

I hope this letter has answered some of your questions and helped you feel more 
comfortable about your first day! If your moms and dads have questions about 
supplies, they can email me at cctaylor@syvcs.org.

I’m excited to see you very soon!

Sincerely, 

Mrs. Taylor
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